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ernmenf of £9 10s. per ton mean? The
price of £11 10s. 6d. means that the Gov-
ermnment are making Monteath Bros. a
present of £12,300. After establishing a
plant which wonld cost £6,000, it leaves a
balance of £6,300 to the good, and the
implement works have benefited by hav-
ing a new plant installed.

Hon. F. Connor: And have men work-
ing it as they like. :

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, Is there
any justification for an action of this
sort? I do not know that I need go fur-
ther into the case, I ask for a thorough
investigation into the administration of
these works. I want to see the works run
on sound and good business lines. I feel
that if the implement works are run on
these lines they will be a success from
every standpoint, I have every faith in
them. Unless there is a thorough investi-
gation, and they are established on good
lines, they will never pay anything into
the revenue. It may be found advisable
to appoint a good commercial man to take
charge of the concern and obtain en-
gineers, one man to take charge of ordin-
ary engineering, and another to take
charge of the agricultural machinery por-
tion, That will be the best way of run-
ning the works in my opinion, if we are
to expect any success out of them af all.
I have much pleasure in moving the
motion standing in my name.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [8.8]:
1 second the motion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [8.9]: I do not
propose to reply to the statements made
by the hon. member. The matter is prac-
tically sub judice. The Government have
approached the Chief Justice with a view
to having a judge of the Supreme Court
appointed to inquire fully into the whole
matter.

Hon. F. Connor;
sion?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
The Government court the fullest inquiry,
but if the Legislative Council thinks that
it ean appoint a select committee which
will obtain more informafion than a
judge of the Supreme Court with all the
powers of a Royal Commissioner, I do

A Royal Commis-
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not think the Government will offer the
slightest objection. I do not envy Mr.
Baxter his task as chairman of the com-
miitee, for the appointment of which he
has asked. Surely he has already given
proof of his patriotism in carrying out
these duties by moving the motion, which
presupposes that he will undertake the
work of chairman, I certainly will offer
no objection to the appointment of a
select committee. I wish to remind the
House, however, that & judge of the
Supreme Court is to be appointed to
thoroughly investigate the matier.

On motion by Hon. W. Kingsmill de-
bate adjourned,

ADJQURNMENT—SPECTAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—~Central) [8.10]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, 2dth August.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 8.11 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 17th August, 1915,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BAGS, SGPPLY OF.
Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has any agreement or arrange-
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ment been entered into with Patterson &
Co., Ltd., for the supply of bags? 2, If
g0, what are the terms and conditions of
the agreement or arrangement? 3, (a)
What date were the negotiations started?
(b} What date completed? 4, Were any
other firms approached in connection with
the supply of bhags? 5, If so, what was
the result?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for
the Minister for Lands) replied: 1, Yes.
2, Supply 144 bales at Ss. Sd. per dozen,
f.o.r., Fremantle, Yandanooka, and other
State farms, in Angust and September.
3, (a) 16th July, 1915, (b) 22nd July,
1915. 4, Yes; 5. 5, Answered by No. 2.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: Wyndham
Freezing Works, Documents re settlement
of claims by Nevanas & Co.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION. g

Introduced by the Attorney General
and read a first time.

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.
Message from the Governor received
and read notifying asseni to Supply Bill,
£1,409,300.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY — PRESENTA-
TION.

Mr. SPEAKER: Accompanied by the
mover and seconder of the Address-in-
veply, I presented the Address to His Ex-
cellency the Governor last Friday, and
His Excellency has replied as follows :—-

Mr. Speaker and hon, members of
ihe Tegislative Assembly, In the name
and on hehalf of His Most Gracious

Majesty the King I thank you for your

address, (Signed) Harry Barron.

BILL — FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING AMENDMENT,

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.
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BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAZX.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) [4.38] in moving
the second reading said: The Bill which
is now hefore the House to impose a
land tax and income tax provides for a
tax similar to that which is now in opera-
tion. 1 have made no aiteration, because
| constder in the existing conditions if
is not desirable that we should interfere
with the ordinary forms of taxation. I
submit the Bill merely as it was submitted
and pgssed last session. I move—

That the Bill be now read & second
time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitige,
Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted,

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES,
TEMPORARY.

Mr, SPEAKER: I desire to announce
that I have appointed the hon. member
{or Coolgardie (Mr, McDowall), the hon.
member for Kimberley (Mr. Male), and
the hon, member for Fremantle (Mr. Car-
penter) as temporary Chairmen of Com-
mittees.

BILL — ENEMY CONTRACTS
ANNULMENT,

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hen,
T. Walker—Kanowna) {4.42] in moving
the second reading said: In bringing this
Bill before the House T am carrying out
a promise which was made by the Pre-
mier and myself when we attended a
conference in the Eastern States with the
Federal Attorney General. The measure
is rendered necessary in war time because
there is some difficnlty in making quite
sure as to the relationship of contractors
with the enemy, and there are certain
rights to annul, to declare void, which
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must eease to act in connection with con-
traels made between enemy countries.
There yet remains some dubions question
as to the relationship of these firms
which, though nominally Brilish, are
known to be indirectly connected with
German transactiohs, and whieh, in fact,
are earrying ont contracts in ihe interests
of the enemy. I do not suppose that any
hon. member of this House or in any
Parliament in Australia, except those
directly concerned in the matter, is aware
of the extent of the conirol that Germany
has over our sources of production in
Western Awstralia. More pmrtieularly is
this so in the metal {rade. I do
not apologise to the House for quoting
what the Federal Attorney General
quoted when he was introducing a meas-
ure in conneetion with the annulment of
these contracts. His statement of facts
to the House on that oceasion places the
matter so concisely and clearly that T
conld not better his utterances even if I
zave his original sources of information
to the House. On the 6th May of this
year he referred hon. members of the
House of Representatives to a speech he
delivered in December, 1914, in the conrse
of which he said—

Shortly stated, the facts show beyond
all question that German capital and
German influence exercise a monopoly
of the base metal industry of the eivil-
ised world; that this monopoly is for
all practical purposes so complete as
to exclude effective competition; that
it eovers the whole sphere of the indns-
try, limiting output, controlling mat-
kels, determining the channels of dis-
tribntion, and fixing priees; that the
war, hy closing mast of the channels
throngh which the metallic produets
were distributed, and the markels in
which they were disposed of. has very
seriously affeeted the industry, throw-
ing large numbers of working men out
of employment, eausing greaf losr of
wealth production, retarding the de-
velopment of our great resources, and
serionsly menaecing the welfare of the
whole community; that peace holds out
no prospects salisfactory, or even toler-
able, to British and Auwstralian inter-
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esls, since it would bul revive that eomi-
plete domination of the indusiry by
German influence, which insures the
building up of German instead of Brit-
ish and Australian intevests, No patri-
otie eitizen ean eontemplate such a pro-
spect without the most serious mis-
givings,  This war will have been
waged 1 vain; the blood of our best
and bravest citizens shed without pur-
pose; the Empire will have endured the
dreadfnl horrors of wodern warfare to
no purpose, if, at its eonelusion, when
vietory tardily, and at a dreadful cost,
has been won, we are again compelled
to pour into the lap of Germany the
lion’s share of the wealth created hy
Australian enterprise and Australian
workmen. Before the war, German
capital and influence had greated a
splendidly organised system by which
it was enabled to levy toll upon the
world. The cream of the profits arising
out of the metal ndustry of the world
—profits upon a turnover whieh, at a
rough estimate, eannot fall short of
£200,000,000—CLound its way through
varions chaunels to the pockets of the
grent German financiers, thus strength-
ehing (fermany’s position commercially,
industrially, and nationally, enlarging
the scope of her operations in other
directions, and maimtaining and per-
fecting that terrific instrument of de-
striction by which she now seeks to
batter all who dare withstand her, into
submission. Tt is a hnmiliating but irre-
futahle fact that Australian capital, en-
terprise, and lahour have matertally
aided the enemy in this dreadful con-
flict.
He maes on to say—

A few fignres will clearly establish
this position. The value of the metals,
lead, zine, copper, 1in, produced annn-
ally in Australia, estimaled upon an
average price for the vear 1912, am-
ounts to nearly £13,000,000, or, includ-
ing silver and gold recovered in the
extraction of these rommoner metals,
£15,000,000. Yven npon a fair average
price for the past ten vears, the gross
value is not less than £13,000,000. All
this wealth was produced in Australia,
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and
con-

but—with the exception of gold
silver—the industry was and is
trolled by German inflneuce, so that
output, destination, and price were
matters in which Australia had no say
whatever,
Only one more quotation as ¢linching the
point. He guotes from an international
newspaper, the Lloyd Zeitung, which, in
its issne of the 8th July, 1913, published
an article by Professor Rohert Lieffman
under the heading of the “Internaticnal
Organisation of the Frankfort Metal
Trade,” of which the following transla-
tion of au exiract may be quoled—
Lastly, there belong to the Merton
concern two more eompanies which
bear testimony to  the infernalional
characler of the concern by their very
name, namely, the African Metal Com-
pany and the Austrahian Metal Com-
pany, of Tondon and Melbourne.
‘Uliese Iwo companies are sub-compan-
ies of the Metallgesellsehaft and of
Henry R. Merton & Co., and transact
for the latter firms the purchase and
sale of metals in Afriea and Australia.
They are, therefore, agencies which
were given fthe titles of independent
companies chieflly for lezal reasons.
It is that point T wish specially to im-
press upon hon, members, that there are
in the Commonwealth quite a unumber

of firms whiech have a registralion
purely loeal and have apparenily
British  managers and directors, vet

when they are probed thev are found
to be neither more nor less fhan
branches of great German firms, deal-
inz with the specific objects of the
trade of those companies. In other words,
these registrations are purely blinds and
under them we faney we are doing an
lionest trade with our own people, when,
in reality, we are trading simply and oniy
with Germany, and this has been going on
for many xears past. At Broken Hill,
for instance, they made contracts before
the war which carried Broken Hill com-
panies as far as 1921, with a special
clause i1t the agreement that the contracts
shall be suspended during the currency
of any war between Germany and Britain
and that then, af the end of 1921, the
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period of interruption caunsed by the war
shall be added to the term of the contract.

Mr. George: Was Britain specifically
raentioned ?

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL: No, it
is during the war. The clause provides
that there shall be a cessation of the por-
tion of the contract during that period,
but that the contract shall be resumed on
the declaration of peace, and the inter-
rupted period shall be added to the end
of the contract, so that Broken Hill would
be bound with Germany np to say 1925,
or perhaps we cannot exactly state the
pexiod.

Mr, 8. Stubbs: Legislation is beirg en-
acted to cancel those contracts.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
purpose of this Bill is to annnl all these
enemy coutraets, Its object is to make
such contrncts as those to which I have
referred absolutely void.

Me. Jawmes (Gardiner: Taking
after the close of the war as well?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
and it enables those companies to seek
other markets, to make arrangements
with Brifain and her Allies. But
if these contracts hold good, and
if ‘there be legality in the vevival
of the contract at the close of
the war we must immediately turn
back to Germany and pour all onr mil-
lions and wealth inle that country, instead
of huilding up the countries of Britain
and our Allies.

Alr. Thomson: Tt is a good thing to
stop that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly. The Bill preposes to do that
and it will do more. 1t proposes that
any party to a coutract may, by giving
notice fo the Federal Attorney General,
obtain his decision in regard to guestions
where there will be some doubt as to
whether the matter is conclusively an
enemy contraet, or even if there may be
some ecirenmloention about it, it involves
GGerman interests. There may be firms
which may have Secoteh shareholders and
directors, and German directors as well,
and there may be some question, there-
fore, as to whether such firms are actn-
ally Scofeh, or British, or German,

effect.
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Mr. Taylor: Like Nobel's,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was
going to mention Nobel's explosives.
Nobel’s is a firm at Glasgow. I have an
extract here from a Melbourne news-
paper which I would like to read to hon.
members. Some coal miners, for the pur-
pose of prosecuting their work, ordered
trom Nobel's Glasgow Company some
gelignite and this is what was published
by the newspaper—

An interesting event, which may have
some bearing on the relations which
exist between German and so-called
British companies, took place a few
days ago at the State coal mine. A
contract exists between the railway
commissioners for the management of
the mine and the agent for Nobel's
Glasgow Explosives Co. for the supply
of certain kinds of explosives. Last
week an order was given to the local
supplier to deliver ten cases of Nobel’s
Glasgow gelignite. The quantity or-
dered was delivered, but on examina-

tion it was found to be branded
‘*Nobel’s Hamburg.’> The sup-
plier was asked for an explana-
tion, and, he, with the local re-
presentative for Nobel’s Glasgow
explosives, had an interview with

the management. They produced a
letter from Dalgety & Co., the Mel-
bourne agents, stating that, owing to
an explosion at the Glasgow factory,
the Hamburg Co. bad granted the Glas-
gow firm facilities to manufacture at
their factory. It was also stated that
the Glasgow chemists had gone to
Hamburg, and that the gelignite was
made there, and that as it was manu-
factured under the supervision of the
Glasgow chemists, it was practically
made by the British firm. The mine
manager, Mr. M'Leish, refused to allow
it to be used, and when Mr. Broome,
the general manager, was acquainted
with the facis, he was indignant, and
gave orders that the gelignite should
be taken away from the mine. The
detonators, or dynamite caps, which
have been supplied at times also claim
attention. On the top of them is the
brand “Nobel's Hamburg” with the ad-
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dition of the words “Manufactured in

Great Britain.” TUntil the last day or

two the miners had not taken the

trouble to notice where the explosives
were made, but they are now anxious
to know what is the connection between

“Nobel's Glasgow” and “Nobel’'s Ham-

burg.” ‘The sooner it iz made known

the batter, for the miners are strongly
opposed to supporting the enemy’s
goods when there is an ample supply
of purely British explosives available.

Mr, George: What have Dalgety’s to
say ahouf 1t

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T have
not inquired from Dalgety’s. That ar-
ticle was published in the Age in October,
shortly after the ontbreak of war.

Mr. Foley: Their explosives were all
branded Glasgow.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
did not take much notice of that before
the war, when we were trading with Ger-
wany, but in the meantime we find that
our metals and the wealth of Australia
are being poured into Germany. Ger-
many has obiained eommand, not only of
the metals of Australia, but of South
Afriea and America, the full conirol of
the metals of the world, and in that
secret les the extensive preparation she
has made for the war in which she is
now engaged. [ do not think that I
need labour the nwmmerous cases that
there are of firms registered in this
State that are run from Germany or in
which German inferests are involved,

Mr. Taylor: German institutions
really.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
may be German institutions.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Why do yon not give
some of the names so that we may know?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In our
own State? ‘There is the Continental
Rnbber Co. for one.

Hon. J. D, Cennolly: That has been
suppressed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was one of the firms, nominally a British
company, We knew nothing to the con-
trary, we thought we were dealing with
our own citizens but it is undoubtedly one
of the companies to which T am now tak-
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ing exception. There is the General Elec-
tric Co., the Photogzraphiec Supply Co.,
and one or two other firms.

Mr. George: Who owns those two com-
panies?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
not o list of the shareholders, but they
are alleged to be German firms run in the

interests of German financiers and Ger- |

man speculators.

Mr. Smith: What about the company
supplying wire to the Government, the
Mannesmann Tube Co.?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
Government are unconsciously taking
goods from a German firm, and I do not
know of any, supposing that were so, this
Bill will eancel any contract on the part
of the Government or a private citizen.

The Minister for Mines: Any contract
must have been made by the Tender
Board, not the Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will
read another articie on this matter, it
8ayS-—

Fault was found inferentially with
the State Government by Mr. Black-
burn in the Legislative Assembly yes-
terday concerning the acceptance of a
tender from the Cape Explosives Co,,
of South Africa, for the supply of
5,000 cases of nitro-glycerine explos-
ives for use in deepening operations at
Port Phillip Heads.

This is again from the Age of the 26th
May. Tt goes on to say—

He suggested that the Australian Ex-
plosives and Chemical Co. had tendered
{in the case of G0 per cent. product) at
43s. 6d., as against 38s. 6d., and that
inasmuch as not more than 42 per cent.
of the South African Company’s em-
ployees were Europeans, and the tariff
protection was only 5 per cent., sub-
stantial and effective protection had in
this instance been denied to Australian
industry. On behalf of the Minister of
Puoblic Works, Mr. Membrey replied
that in order to continve the deepening
operations without interruption, and
without cnrtailing the supply of ex-

plosives for the mining industry, the -

chief inspector of explosives had re-
commended that an additional source

of supply was necessary.  Otherwise
thousands of miners would have been
thrown out of work. The mines re-
quired the whole output of the Austra-
lian industry., TWhen the tenders were
invited by the department four were
received, Three were almost identical,
but that of the Cape company offered
prices averaging 3415 per cent. lower
than the others. The Australian com-
pany’s tender, Mr. Membrey went on
to explain, was practically the same as
that of two “imperting” tenders. This
strange coineidence suggested further
inguiry, and it wans found that the
manager of the Australian company
had admitted to the Imter-state Com-
mission that he represented a combine
known as the Nobel Dynamite Truost,
and that the mine-owners of the State
had protested against (ke excessive
charges of this combine, which were
not reduced until the Cape Wxplosives
Company started business here. The
balance sheet for 1913 showed that the
Australian Company owed the Trast
£18,000. From the lafest available in-
formation it was ascertained that the
directors of the Trust included the fol-
lowing:—A. @. Aufschlaegan, C. von
Chauvin, Lounis Hagan, B, Kraftsmeir,
F. F. Rieter, and Max Schinekel, and
two were on the direclorate of the Aus-
tralian Company. Thus the Australian
Company was connected with a large
combine, with a strong German repre-
sentation at its head. Further, the
Australian company had never previ-
ously sought to supply even a share of
the explosives the department had been
purchasing openly for some years. The
inference was that the company did not
want to interfere while supplies were
coming from other sections of the com-
bine. The company eame in now only
when an independent company tried to
secure the business. As far as the use
of black labour was concerned, that ap-
plied only to £1,000 out of the £10,000
involved, But the £1,000 would he
paid to coloured labour in a British
dominion, who received higher rates of
pay than did British and German

workmen in the same oceupation.
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I think that must strike hon. members as
a revelation, We are not only baving
companies registered here as British com-
panies but registered as Australian eom-
anies, and yet the hand that moves them
is in Germany, the whole combination—
outside the signs they pnt out here—is
that of Germany. We have no idea of
the ramifieations of ithe German enter-
prise in this Commonwealih to-day. We
cannof frace the full extent of them.
Mr,; George: It i8 a hit humiliating.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
undoubfedly humiliating. It arises out of
that spirit which exists in the British Em-
pire that had believed hitherto in fajr
play, and in giving the utmost rights to
everyone, and which prior to the war
were given to every person; we put re-
strietions on none. The British Em-
pire has heen the freest not only
in history but in the whole world,
and in  these circumstances, (ler-
many with the end in view of the very
destruction she is now working goib her
tentacles on every souree of wealth in
the Commonwealth and every portion of
the British Dominiens, and in the whole
world. She has placed nations under
tribute and so worked her eontracts that
when this war is over she can step into
her old place again and still demand tri-
bute from the nations of the world. IF
we do not have a dasire to preserve for
our own race and our own people and
our allies that inestimable source of
wealth that Australin possesses in the
shape of raw products and mineral and
which other parts of the Empire possess
in the same respect we need not be sur-
prised if Germany gets the better of us.

If this Bill is passed it will seo
far as this State and the Common-
wealth are concerned wmake it pos-

sible for everyone dealing in metal,
tin or lead, to obtain contracts and
start industries in Brifain or here
and make use of these works among
British people or her allies and so
keep out from the enemy this source
of material wealth which provide inuni-
tions of war, That is the object of the
Bill. We cancel all existing contracts
of the kind T have mentioned and if
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there be any doubt as hon, membhers may
see there may be some doubt as tc
whether a contract is German or British
for it would be unfair to assume that be.
cause one nafuralised German shoulc
have crept into a company that company
was of necessity a C(lerman company
We must have some means of testing
whether that contraet is or is not in the
interests of the enemy, not whether it i
a direct German contraci bui assisting
the enemy, if there be that doubb ex
pressed, either party to the contraet em
refer o copy of the contvraet to the Fed
eral Attorney General and he can give
his certificate on it and if that certificate
he given that thig is a econtraet in the in
terests of the enemy then that contrae
becomes nunll and void. 1t will be only
fair to the Honse to say that when the
matter was discussed in the Federal Par
liament very able constitutional lawyenr
who took part in the debate took the
ground that it would be unwise perhap:
to take such extensive powers, such dras
tiec powers and give them to the Federa
Attorney General, that it would be bet
ter to refer the matter to the courts, Bu
it was made clear that the most satisfae
tory way was te place the responsibilit;
on the Federal Attorney Gieneral. Twa
anxious to know exactly whether it woul
he wise for us to introduce any altera
tions to the measure ns passed by th
Federal Parliament and T wired to th
Federal Attorney General to obtain hi
opinion on that point and he wired m
back as follows:—

State legislation is necessary to sup
plement the Federal Aet because o
the limited powers of the Common
wealth in regard to trade and eom
meree, many of these contraets ma
be outside the jurisdiction of the Com
monwealtl, but within that of th
State (step) in any case necessar
make assurances donbly sure (stop
essential that State Aet should follor
Federal Aet Jiterallv (stop) function
of the Attorney General under claus
three will be exercised by the Feders
Attorney (Geoeral otherwise ther
would be no unifermity of treatmer
of contraets.
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Mr. George: That means that this
Bill is the same as the Federal Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt s
exactly the same, word for word as the
Federal Aci, and the other States are
introducing similar legislation so that we
shall have uniform legislation through-
out the Commonwealth. The vreason
that we are pasging it is this: there may
be a nuestion whether the Federal Attor-
ney (eneral has jurisdiction over some
contracts made in this State.

Mr, Robinson: Has it heen passed
anyvwhere yet?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- It has
passed the Yederal Parliament? )

Mr, Robinson: But not any Stafe
House?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am

not sure. We are merely fualfiling our
promise to introduee it and we have the
assurance of the Federal Attorney Gen-
eral that all the States have promised to
pass a similar measnre,

Ton. J. I. Connolly: If each State
has an Act of this deseription, what will
the Federal Act cover?

The ATTORNEY GENERAT: Tt will
extend in that respect the Federal juris-
dietion throughout the States. We shall
remove all doubis as to the power to
annul the contracts in our State. If this
measure be not passed, though there are
argumenis in favour of the Federal
authority being  supreme, and having
these powers all tlhrongh the Commeon-
wealth, the question is argnable and there
is doubt, and I am sure no hon. member
considering how rich we are in inetals
and general weaith wonld desire that
there should be any question as to the
desirahility of this measure to this State.
To make assurance doubly sure, as the
Federal Attorney General put it, we
want {o pass Lhe Bill through onr legis-
lature. I take it that the measure itself,
without further utierance from me, com-
mends itself 1o the judgment of hon.
members. Therefore, 1T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[6173: 1 have listened with keen in-
terest to the utterances of the Attorney
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Ceneral and 1 wish to say that the action
taken by the Federal Attorney General,
Mr. Hughes, has been watched very
closely by myself. I have been coanected
with the melal trade pretty nearly all my
life and it is only recently that I ceased
(o have anything to do with it, I think
Mr, Hughes’s atlitude has been abso-
lutely correel and that he has shown to
Australia the way in which the tentacles
of the (erman octopus have been
strelched into every branch of the metal
trade. The Aitorney General has men-
tioned that there are firms in Australia
hearing KEnglish names and apparently
British firms whieh are in reality domi-
nated by German money and control,

The Minister for Mines: Some of them
are good Seoteh names.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not eare whether
they are Scotch or English. There have
been a pumber of firms in Australia con-
neeted with the metal trade apparently
all British, but really controlled and
governed by continental people.

Member: What are their names?

Mr. GEORGE: Tt is not necessary to
give them. The Bill is neressary, as the
Attorney General has told us, because
there might be some slight loophole or
diffienlty mn ihe way of the Common-
wealth Government dealing with the mat-
fer., Tut, to my mind, the point is that
we should centre this particular business
it il is to be dealt with strongly and wel
in the hands of one Aftorney General and
nol in the hands of half a dozen. The
bulk of the information must necessarily
be in the hands of the Commonwealth
and this is one point which might very
well be urged that there are some mat-
ters upon which the information might
nat be quile correct. When the Attorney
General was speaking, I interjected that
the position was rather homiliating to
the British nation. I would like to point
ont that before the war we welcomed
from all parts of the world any firms
who were desirous of starting in business
and the Crerman chemists and metallur-
gists, hy reason of the fact that they had
within their borders large deposits of
various metals have raised themselves to
a very high position, If we take the
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early days of Broken Hill, we find
that the bulk of the authorities who came
out either as engineers, metallurgists or
chemists, were those who came from Frei-
burg and the other German centres. 1
have been here for 3¢ years and I have
held the opinion sall along that the Eng-
lish mannfaeturers for many years have
not really vahied {o its fullest extent the
market they had in Australia alone, They
have been too conservative in their ideas.
They would not bring forward fresh
natters and they have gone on thinking
they were cock-of-the-walk, but they have
discovered that there are others who can
iread the same dunghill and crow as
londly and put up as good a fight for the
trade as they. One reason why German
metal works have been able to success-
fully compete with the British, and in
many instances to down them, has been
that the rale of wages in (Germany and
Belgium has been far less than that paid
in British countries, while the hours of
work have been very much longer. At one
time in Belgium and Silesia, I know from
personal knowledge, the working bours
were 12 a day and the men were being
paid 1% francs. The only zine works at
that time in Great Britain were those of
Gilbey & Co., London, only a small eon-
cern it is true, but they were unable to
compete with the Silesian Co. and the
Vulle, Montagne Co., Liege. Perhaps
it was not altogelher a matter of cheap
wages, When the war is over, with all
the safeguards we might provide, the
lower wages and the longer hours will
create competition which all the patriot-
ism we may bring to bear will be required
to exclude. There is no reason why the
mechanieal part of metal manufacture
should not be earried out in Auwustralia.
The only guestion is, whether we can
produce the stuff sufliciently cheaply to
compete with continental nations. This
is a question which will have to be con-
sidered later on, Althongh I think the
Britisk manufacturer has been conserva-
tive in the past, there have at the same
time been factors which have suceessfully
operated against him—the longer hours
and the cheaper wages. All these are
factors which must be taken into con-

[ASSEMBLY.]

sideration here in Australia. I am no
advocating that wages should be lowere
or hours increased.

Mr. Green: The Yankees have beate
the Germans and have paid better wages

Mr. GEORGE: But I think they ar
working longer hours than are bein;
worked here, and they are thus exhaust
ing the strenglh of their people. Eigh
hours a day is long enough for me anc
should be for the hon. member, The At
torney General mentioned the names o
tweo or three loeal firms. I have no desim
that any firms in Western Australia, witl
whom many of us bave been doing busi
ness, should be pilloried in any shape o
form, and I would rather that the Attor
nev (eneral had not mentioned an;j
names.

The Attorney General: 1 was asked.

Mr., GEORGE: Then the Altorne)
General should have codtinued, It is wel
known that the Optical and Photo, Sup:
plies Company and the General Elec
tric Engineering Company are really
Strelitz’s. If one is suspected, why nol
Strelitz also? It is of no use men
tioning one name and not others, The
Continental Rubber Company’s office wag
in Viking House, which is supposed tc
be the. property of Strelitz Brothers.

The Attorney General: Now youn are
going further.

Mr, GEORGE: But when the Attor-
ney General mentioned these two off-
shoots, why did he not mention the firm
who were really known to be the pro-
prietors? 1 have no reason to suppose
that Strelitz Brothers are not as loyal as
the Attorney General or myself, but
when the Minister named the off-shoots
he should have given the proprietors.
These names have been bandied about
Perth pretly eonsiderably during the lasi
few months, and if the Government know
that these people are loyal why not make
it known?

The Premier: How do we know?q 1
have been getting abused beeause I tried
to protect him personally when an effort
was made to raid his house,

Mr. Bolton: You cannot convinece me
by your opinion.
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Mr. GEORGE: I particularly wanted
to say in regard to Mr. Hughes’s attitude
that, aithough I am not of the same poli-
tical party, I have followed the corres-
pondence and subject from start to
finish, and 1t is only just that I should
pay him the tribute that, so far as I can
judge, he is absolutely right and this
House will be right in following the lead
he has taken and passing this Bill.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
[5.26]: As I understand the Bill,
it 15 not only to protect present
contraets but the provision is such
that after the war is over no @Qer-
man firm or enemy firm will be able
to prosecufe in our courts any aetion for
any breach of contract or continuance of
contract, If that is so, this is one of
many Bills which the British Empire will
have to add to her statute-books. It not
only makes provision for to-day, bui 1.
makes provision for the day after to-mor-
row when the war will be over, and is an
attempt to again prevent the ascendaney
of Giermany in her commercial enterprises
over the whole of the world.
has another objective; it is an attempt
that calls forth our patriotism because
it means that we are taking steps to try
to protect the natural produets of the
British Empire tor the use of the people
of the British Empire first, and, T pre-
sume, for the use of our allies afterwards.
This is what the Bill seeks to achieve
and we will not only bave to make such

provision in this Bill but there will be-

lots of other measures in which we shall
have to take, for our own interest and
protection, exactly the same sfeps. I
think all shades of opinion in this House
will welcome this Bill because it is a direet
attempt to achieve these things,

Question put and passed.
Rill read a second time.

In Commitiee,
Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

(18]

The Bill*
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BILL — GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the 12th August.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[3.32]: As the Premier has already in-
forwed the House, this measure repre-
sents a small amendment, but a very im-
portant one, of the Government Electric
Works Aect passed last session. In the first
place, T wish to take the opportunity of
protesting against the manner in whieh
Biils are drafted for this House, though
1 Qo not say that the present Gevernment
arc any worse in this respeet than their
predecessors. The firs{ améndment pro-
posed 15 purely the correction of a
mistake in dvafting. A wrong word
having heen inserted in the measare
passed last session, an amending Bill
18 now necessary. I consider that
not  nearly enough consideration, in
v ierests of  the people  of cthis
State, is given to the draiting of
Bills. Tt is true that we have a Parlia-
mentary draftsman, but that gentleman,
wha i3 an excellent officer, is overloaded
with other work., Consequently, Bills are
drafted too hurriedly, with the result we
see here.

The Premier: Draftsmanship has noth-
ing to do with that partieular amendment.
That amendment was made by your
special House.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1t illusirates
my point, all the same. Tven though a
wrong word was inserted by another
place, the mistake should have been de-
tected by the Parliamentary draftsman.
That officer is not allowed sufficient fime
to draft Bills as they ought to be drafted.

"He is a very capable man, and the faalt

is not his; he is simply overloaded with
duties. I fake this opportunity of mak-
ing a protest on the subject. The Premier
dealt with one amendment made by this
Bill, and undoubtedly from hLis point
of view he put forward a good case in
regard to the difficulties placed in the way
by the Fremantle and Coltesloe muni-

-cipalities againgt the extension of electrie

It goes without saying, of
should be

light works.
course, that every facility
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granted for Government eleetric works;
but, at the same time, there ave ofher
rights to be considered besides those of
ihe Commissioner of Railways. As re-
rards Fremantle, though that place does
not concern me or the people I represent,
it is passing sirange that so much opposi-
tion should be raised to the proposals of
a kindred department. [f the muniei-
palities of IPremantle had established elec-
trie  works, they should, one would
imagine, receive better consideration than
a private concern. The Fremantle under-
laking is really a State coneern, run on
exactly the same lines as the Government
concern; and, therefore, 1 am surprised
that more consideration has not been ex-
tended to it. However, I know the mem-
ber for Fremanile (Mr. Carpenter) is
quite able to protect the interests of his
own constitbeney. Dy irouble is in con-
nection with the very extensive powers
given to the Commissioner of Railways
last session in regard to electrie works.
If hon. members will refer to the
interpretation section of the prineipal
Aet, they will see that the powers under

Section 5 are verv far reaching and
cover practically everything econnected

with the earrying out of electric works.
While the Commissioner of Railways was
anthovised to exercise the whole of thosa
powers over any municipality, yet there
was a slight restrietion imposed. TFor
example, he conld enter upon any land,
street, or place, remove gravel, and so
forth, hut not until he bad given notice.
Again, before breaking up any street or
opening up any sewer, he had to give
notice. Under this measure, the necessity
for giving nofice is practically done away
with, A munieipality only desires to be
given notice as regards the erection of
poles, for instance, in order to have a
say as to where the poles arve to bhe
ereeted. Oun the part of the Perth City
Council there is not the least desire to
obstroet.

Mr. B. J. Stobbs: 1 should not think
there was, considering the whole thing
was beeanse of the agreement the Perth
City Council gof.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is not
very flattering to the Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: I know it is not.
The Govermment made a mistake.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I daresay
the agreement is a perfectly good one,
Under the principal Aect, the Commis-
sioner of Railways is given wide-reach-
ing powers, but before he proceeds to
exercise any of those powers he must
give notice to the logal authority or the
owner or occupier of the land. Undar

this amending measure, however, any
safeguard for the munieipality is en-
tirely done away with. I do not for a
moment ask the Premier to give full
powers to the munieipalities, but the
munieipalities want a fair deal and

ought to have a fair deal. I am not con-
tenl to give every officer and every work-
man of the Railway Depariment power
to enter upon any street or place in any
munieipality for the purpose of digging
up that street or place or ereeting poles,
without even a notification to the muni-
cipality. That is what it comes to under
this Bill. Tt is all very well to say that
the Commissioner of Railways is mnot
likely to exereise those powers as sug-
gested, but it is not the Commissioner
that we have to do wilh at all In this
matter. The Commissioner has a forve-
man and three or four workmen who go
about erecting poles. We have experi-
ence of that in connection with the Tele-
phone Department. '

The Premier: The workmen erect the
poles under the supervision of the Com-
missioner.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: But that is
not to say that the Commissioner is go-
ing to supervise the erection of every
pole.

The Premier:
purpose.

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: I am speak-
ing now of small matters; not of the
erection of electric works in the {rue
sense of the word, because that does not
concern munieipal anthorities at all
Every day the Telephone Departmenl,
over whom we have absolutely no control,
ercct poles. They need not give any noti-
fieatioh whatever.

The Premier: That is a Commonwealth
matter. .

He has officers for the



(17 AveusT, 1915.]

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Quite so; but
I think it will be reecognised that they
have altogether too much power; and un-
der this measure exactly the same power
is to be given to the Commissioner of
Railways. "The works foreman, who erects
poles, need not ask the municipality, or
the town clerk, or the City engineer, one
word about it. He can put up a pole
anywhere he thinks fit. While there is no
desive on the part of the municipality to
prevent the erection of poles, there are
always half-a-dozen wrong ways and
only one right way of doing a thing. 1
would ask the Premier to eonsider that
aspecl of the question and Lo sce whether
he cannot allow some control in this con-
neetion or require the Commissioner of
Railways to give some notice——

''he Premier: He gives notice now.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The notice is
scareely enough, The municipal councils
should have more than a notice. This
awmending Bill in one case even does away
willk the obligation to give notice,

"The Premier: The PPerth City Counci
are veally asking that they shall have con-
trol of the running of trams and the erect-
ing of poles and so forth,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Does not the
Premier think that the Perth City Coun-
¢il who are elected to look after the in-
terests of the City, and in whom the
sireets are vested, should have some con-
tral? This Bill takes away from the local
authority all eontrol of the streets so far
as the actions of the Commissioner of
Railways and his men are concerned.

The Premier: If the Bill proposed to
confer ihat power upon some private
company, it would be an entirely different
proposition; but the Government can at
any time take the powers away from the
Commissioner if he uses them unwisely.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : This question
was thoroughly thrashed ont last session.
The point T am now diseussing was
bronght up, and the Premier was good
enough to accept an amendment which
met the whole position. But, by the
present Bill, be proposes at one fell
swoop to take away the whole of that
protection,

331

The Premier: What amendment do you
speak of?

Hou, J. D. CONNOLLY: The amend-
ment of Section 5 of the prineipal Act.
That section provides that the Cowmis-
sioner may—

Establish electrie works or acquire
electric works by purchase or other-
wise, and generate electricity, and sell
or  supply eleetricity and electric
meters, fittings, or other apparatus for
any lawful purpose to any person or
local authority, or to any Government
department or agency (State or Com-
monwealth).

“llectric works,” let me repeat, covers
everything. Now, under this Bill, the
Commissioner of Railways would have
power to erect poles which may be un-
sizghtly or inconveniently situated. Elee-
tric works in the sense in which the term
is gencrally undersiood, the Perth City
Couneil do not interfere with at all, be-
canee that matter is covered by the rights
vegarcing eleetrie light within a 5-mile
radius. What 1 am asking on their be-
half is the power that exists now under
the Act to direet in what way the poles
shall be erected and what their shape shall
be. Later, T will suggest to the Premier
an amendment, of which I hope he will
se¢ the fnirness, covering that small
point. Another very important amend-
ment made by this Bill was not tonched
on by the Premier at all. That amend-
ment i5 contained in Clanse 4, which
readls—

The following proviso is hereby added
to Subsection 2 of Section 7 of the
principal Act: Provided that when
any owner of any land or premises is
oot within Western Australia, then any
nofice under this subsection shall be
decmed Lo bhave heen well and suffi-
eientiy given te him if it has been
aflised or displayed on or over a con-
spicnous part of sueh land or premises
and left so affixed or displayed for at
least three days.

These are the powers which are contained
in these subsectoins: For the purposes of
the Aect, the Commissioner may enter
upon any land. street, or place, and sur-
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vey and take levels thereon, and dig, fell,
remove, and carry away from the land
any earth, stone or gravel, or sand, or
trees required to be used in constructing
or maintaining any eleetric works, All
he has to do under the Aect is to give
three days’ notice to the owner, or if the
owner should he out of the State, to his
agent. That is a reasonable proposition.
But this amendment seeks to do away
with that, and if a man be ont of the
State the Commissioner may put a cable
through his properiy, or even through his
hounse, without giving any notice beyond
a notice posted for three days on the
land.

The Minister for Works: Is it likely
that they would put a eable through his
building ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: They have
power to tack it on to his walls or on to
his roof, and having this power they will
not hesitate to use it. The Telephone
Department do this with their wires, and
from experience I should say the Rail-
way Departinent will do the same. Clanse
4 could be struck out altogether without
imposing any hardship on the Commis-
sioner. Under the proposed conditions it
would be scarcely safe for one to go out
of ihe State, because there is no obliga-
tion on the Commissioner to do more
than affix a notice on the land and leave
it there for three days. This covers not
merely land, but property. The Commis-
sioner ean make his cables fast to anv
huildings in any position he likes. In the
case of an owner being absent, a notice
should be served on the agent instead of
Leing posted on the land.

The Premier: That refers only te when
the owner is not to be found in Western
Australia.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: When an
owner is out of the State his agent onght
to get the notice.

The Prumier: How are you going to
find the agent?

Hon, J. D. CONNQLLY: Even the
protection of the three days’ notice is lo
he done away with, and there will be noe
protection whatever.

{ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: How are we to find the
agent in a ease of urgency?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : If the agent
cannot be found, the notice should
be served at his last known place

of residence.  There is no pecessity
tor Clause 4. It gives the Com-
niissioner unnecessary power, and if

it is struel out the Commissioner will not
he hampered, while the necessary pro-
tection will be afforded to the owner, I
trust the Premier will accept a small
amendment to Clause 3, and will see the
fairness of striking out Clause 4.

My, CARPENTER (Tremantle)
[5.50]: I am going to ask hon. members
to sean the Bill very closely before voting
for the second reading, parficularly those
interested in and sympathetic with the
work of local government bodies. In
my opinion the Bill, innocent thongh it
looks, strikes a very dangerous blow at
the rights and powers of local govern-
inent bodies. When the Bill of 1914 was
before Parliament, this danger was fore-
seen. 1t was recognised then that the
Government were asking for powers that
were altogether too great, and in anocther
place an amendment was inserted modify-
ing those powers by the protection of
lacal government hodies.

The Premier: Nullifying, not modify-
ing.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 say modifying
those powers, and the Premier and the
Government, apparently convinced that
some such protection was necessary, ac-
cepted {he amendment and asked us to
accept the amendment, which we did.
Now the Premier comes down and tells
the Honse that some local government
bodies have made use of that amendment,
or of the powers given by it, to prac-
tically hold up the Commissioner in the
carrying ont of work authorised by the
Bill last year. T do not want to he unfair
at all to the Premier. [ want members to
lnok at the matter from both sides. I am
sympathetie with loeal government bodies;
T also recognise that, for the carrying
on of any public works, the Commissioner
or Minister in charge of the department
must have certain powers, and ought not
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to be placed in the position of being
blocked by a local government body in
the earrying out of necessary work. I
put the matter fairly, hecanse I do not
want it to be thought that I am making
any special pleading on hehalf of the
Fremantle counecil, or any other body.
Those who listecned te the Premier’s
second reading speech will remember that
he led off by iustancing the action of the
Claremont couneil in refusing to allow a
cable to go over a roadway. which crosses
the Government railway. It was inter-
jected by, T think, the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington (Mr. George), “Surely
they have not such power.” The Premier
said he did not think they had. There
were some doubts about it. The Gov-
ernment were not going to be put to
the expense of a legal aetion, and there-
fore they had put this amendment, this
Clause 5, inte the Bill in order to make
quite sure. T do not know what steps the
Government have taken to ascertain
whether the Claremont council have the
power to prevent the Government carry-
ing a cable over a railway c¢rossing. T
think the Government have the required
power, If the Government have the
power, why does the Premier point to that
instance as one of the rensons for asking
the House to pass this drastic amend-
ment?

The Premier: I say the Government
have not the power,

Mr. CARPENTER: T think the Gov-
ernment have,

The Premier: It eaunot be done with-
out the consent of the local anthority.

Mr. CARPENTER: Lel us see what
the law is upon the subjeet. Section 17
of the Government Railway Act of 1904
reads—

The Commissioner, with the appro-
val of the Minister, may make additions
and improvements to any railway, and
in the performance of such duty shall
have all the powers and he subject to
the liabilities of the Minister for Works
under the Public Works Aect of 1902.

Tn Seetion 2, Subsection 2 of the Publie
Works Act of 1902 we find these powers
given to the Minisier for Works—
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To construet any railway authorised
by special Act or any work whatsoever
anthorised by any Act.

And in Subsection 19—

Any building or structure of whatso-
ever kind which, in the opinion of the
Government, is necessary for any pub-
lie purpose.

And in Subsection 21—

Any work ineideatal to any author-
ised works,

And in the face of that the Premier says
lhe Government have not the power.

The Premier: I say absclutely that the
(fovernment have not the power.

Mr. CARPENTER: T say they have.

The Premier: The Act of 1914 specifies
that we can do the work cnly by the
consent of the local authority.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am speaking
now of the power the Premier said the
Government did not possess. T say that
under the Public Works Act they have
that power,

The Premier: The Government Elee-
tric YWorks Act specially provides for the
consent of the local authorities.

Mr, CARPENTER: This is the point:
The present law gives the full power, and
the Government are asking, in this
amendment, for more power than they
really require, and against the powers of
the local authorities, There ought to be
something not so drastic. I do not say
that the local authority should have
power to prevent the Commissioner from
doing any public work, but I also ask
that the Government or the Commissioner
shall not have the power to dictate to
any local authority what it may or may
not do, or to in any way destroy the
works which that local authority has set
up at great expense. That is the point.

The Premier: All your argument is
against having the Act at all. If we can
do these things without the Act, we do
not want it.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Premier is
asking the House to believe that the local
government bodies have power to prevent
the Government from carrying out such
works as are authorised by Parliament.
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Mir. Bolton: It is provided in the Gov-
ermment JFlectric Works Aect that they
shall have that power.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) in-
terjected while the Premier was speak-
ing, “Do you propose to enter into a com-
petition with Claremont?’ The Premier
rightly said, “No.” When referring a
little iater on to the position in Fremantle
the Premier—I will not say endeavoured
to mislead in any way—did not put the
whole case when he fold the House that
he had no intention of interfering or com-
peting with the Fremantle Tramway
Board in the supply of electrie enrrent.

The DMinister for Works: And the
Government have not.

Mr. CARPENTER: T am going to
sliow that they have and are doing it,
and are doing it very effectively.

The Premier: Inlerfering?

Air. CARPENTER: They propose to
interfere, and are aetually interfering af
the present time.

The Minister for Works: Perhaps 1
know something abont this. You had
betier be careful,

Mr. CARPENTER : The Minisier is in
a somewhat invidious poesition. He is a
member of (he tramway board and a
member of the Government. T daresay
the membership of the Government is a
bigger position to him ihan the member-
ship of the tramway board, and if he
lias to let one slide it will cerfainly be
the smaller position,

The Minister for Works:
strong stand on the board.

Air. CARPENTER: The Premier told
ihe House that the Government had of-
lered to supply the Fremantle Tramway
Board with eurrent at the same rate as
they were supplying the Perth City
Counecil, That was of course quite correct.

The Minister for Works: Tt was not
exactly correct.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is practically
on the same terms. The Premier said
that the reason given by the Fremantle
council for not aceepting the Govern-
ment’s offer was that it would mean the
elosing down of their power siation and

T take a

[ASSEMBLY.)

the throwing out of work of a number of
men in the municipality. 1f that was the
only reason for refusing to accept the
offer of the Government

The Minister for Works: It is the only
reason,

Mr. CARPENTER: There may be
somelhing in the Government’s proposal
in asking for the amendment. There is
this important point abount the malter,
namely, that the Government are asking
for power to come into competition, in
establishing a new station, with the clec-
tric light station already established.

The Premier: That is absolutely ineor-
recl,

My, CARPENTER: With a station
working succegsfully and working profii-
ably.

Alr.
Bin?

The Premier: It is incorrect.

My, Robinson: If that is in the Bill I
agree with you.

Mr. CARPENTER: T am going to
show that it is in the Bill

The Premier; I am talking about the
statement vou said I made, that they had
refused the offer made by ille Govern-
ment beeanse it would pat men out of
work. You said there was annther ren-
son. What 15 it? We would not enter
into compretition with (hem at all.

Mr. CARPENTER: I have used fhe
Premier’s own words in regard to the
reason for the refusal of the Fremantle
couneil to necept the offer of the Govern-
ment to supply current. He says, “For
this reason the Fremantle council would
not aecept our offer” I am quoling the
words of the Premier, nof the words of
anybody else. He goes on to say as
quoting {he words of the TFremantle
conneii—

We have an electric power station in
the municipality and we are not going
to allow it to be aholished, whether it
pays or not.

When the Premier makes use of these
words coneerning the Fremanfle couneil
lre knows he is not putling the case cor-
reeilly, They have got £150,000 of the
ratepayers’ monev tied up in the present
elecitic power station and plant.

Robinson: Where is that i the
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‘The Minister for Works: That includes
rams, ete.

Xir. CARPENTER: 1 am speaking of
:he tramways as a whole. They estab-
ished (hese works and the ratepayers ob-
ained a loan to establish them with the
rertain prospect, as it appeared to them,
»f being allowed to supply, without any
nierference, all the existing agencies and
yusiness Places in and around Fremantle.
No one ever contemplated thal when they
wd got these works eslablished at this
reavy expendilure the Government would
iome along and say, “We now propose,
wless you aeeept onr terms, to take from
vou some of vour best eustomers.”

The Premier: Who are they?

Mr. CARPENTER: The
{NOWS,

1'he Premier: Some of the cusiomers
wre the Government; why should we not
supply ourselves?

Mr, Bolton: TWhat ahout the naval
ase?

"The Minister for Works: They will put
Jieir own plant at the naval base.

Mr. CARPENTER: When the mem-
rers for the subnrbs of Fremantle have
inished I will go on. The Premier has
.old the Honse—

I happen {o know that Mr. Mifehell.
the manager and engineer of the Fre-
‘mantle tramways, reecommended the
acceptance of our offer on the grounds
that it would show a saving.

[ do not know where the Premier got that
nformalion.

The Minister for Works: I told him
hat. .

AMr. CARPENTER: T quite expeected
hat.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: We nll suspeeted it.

The Premier: Two very reliable sources
f information.

Mr. CARPENTER: 'f the Minister
or Works made that stalement on the
withority of Mr. Mitehell then I sav that
\r. Mitchell’s official report to the hoard
ntirely contradiets him.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Mitchell
nnde that statement to a general confer-
nee of all the councillors concerned.

Mr. CARPENTER: I am quoting Mr.
ditchell's statement in his report made to

Premier
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the board, which is quite contrary to the
statement made by the Minister.

The Minister for Works: It is not.

Mr. CARPENTER: That he person-
ally favoured the reteniion of the loeal
power station.

The Minister for Works: **If it had
bect my own eonecern,” he says, “I would
take it from the Government.”

Mr. CARPENTER: Iis statement, in
his official report, does not say that. [
ask hon, member which will they accept,
the alficial report made by the manager
of the board, or whal the Minister for
Works maintains that he said?

The Minister for Works: T was present
at the board meeling.

Mr. CARPENTER: T am queting
from My Mitchell’s official statement. T
repeat, that it was that he personally pre-
ferved to see the local works retained.
He had very good reason for doing this.
What would the aceeptance of the Gov-
evnment’s offer, which they ave so anxions
to put upon the Fremantle board and the
Fremantle council, and whieh they are
using as a lever in eonnertion with the
naval hase, mean? The result to Fre-
mantle of taking the enrrent from the
Government on the proposed terms would
mean this: the original cost of their
power plant was £37.255: since its con-
siruclion it has depreciated to £31,997;
they estimafed that in serapping the
plani, which they will have to do if they
take the current from the Government,
they would he ahle to dispose of the ma-
chinery for an amonnt of £6,700 only;
and this would mean a total loss to the
Fremantle board and the Fremantle rate-
pavers of £25,297.

The Minister for Works: No loss at
all. '

Mr. GARPENTER: On which interest
and sinking fund, ete., would have to he
met. That is the official report of the
manager to the Fremantle Tramwavs
Board. Tt iz quite nseless for the Min-
ister for Works to interject that there
wounld he no loss at all. T am quoting
word for word the official statement of
the manager, which, I take it, repre=ents
the opinion of the board, no matter what
the Minister may think as an individual,
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I can understand that at the board meet-
ings he “barracks” for the_ Qovernment
every time.

The Minister for Works: You under-
gtand wrongly,

Mr. CARPENTER: I am quoting the
words of the working manager, which is
the opinion of the board and not that of
the Minister for Works.

The Premier: At the price we would
offer it would show them a saving, even
by scrapping their plant.

Mr. CARPENTER: They have gone
fully into the matter,

The Minister for Works: No, they did
not.

Mr. CARPENTER: And they eannol
agree that it is a saving,

The Minisier for Works: They did not
give it half an hour’s consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Minister for
Works cease interjecting§

Mr. CARPENTER: Let me quote
from a cireular which came to hand to-
va,. L. is evidence that the IFremantle
couneil regard the matter as more im-
portant than the Minister for Works
does. They know what it means to them.
They would not be so eager unless they
did. They cnly held a meeting last night
to consider the matter and took these
steps to inform the House of the position,
and they would not have done this if, a=
the Minister stated, they were going to
make money by it. Referring to the offer
of the Government they say——

The matter was considered at a -con-
ferenee consisting of representatives of
the Fremantle and Kast Fremantle
municipal éouncils in conjunction with
the Tramways Board, and after taking
all things into consideration they came
to the eonclusion that it was not in the
best interests of the mumicipalitics to
aceept the Government’s offer.

The Premier: They did not say Dbe-
cause it would not show a profit. That
is what vou are arguing.

Mr. CARPENTER: There are busi-
ness men on these local bodies.

The Premier: Why did you not read
the next paragraph where they mis-stated
the position$

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CARPENTER: I will read it. It
is as follows:—
The conneil desires very respectfully
to express the hope that Parliament
will not allow the Government to enler
into eompetifion with the Fremanile
BLlectrie Lighting scheme, which has
been established by the citizens ont of
ioan funds amounting to £150,000
The Premier: Absolutely incorreet.
That includes tramways and everything
else.  Thnt is not the electric lighling
scheme alone.

Mr. CARPENTER : I take it that they
refer to the whole scheme.

The Premier; They are trying to mis-
lead members.

Mr, CARPENTER: It is the one elec-
Iric scheme. The extraet goes on—

at the time when neither the Govern-

ment nor anyone else were prepared to

provide the comwmodily.
It might reduce the margin of profit if
the Government eame in and interfered
with their husiness,

The Premier: It would not.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. McDowall),
took the Chair.]

Mr. CARPENTER: I have been
trving to show that the Government

in seeking the powers which this pro-
posed amendment would confer are really
asking for power to do something wery
much to the disadvantage of an_existing
public body. The Premier, in moving the
second reading of the Bill, used these
words: “T wish to give an assurance
that there is no desire or intention on the
part of the Government to compete with
loeal anthorities who have their own elee-
tric works already established” I pre-
sume when the Premier used those words
he meant what he said; he meant to con-
vey a eertain idea that the Government
did not intend to compete or interfer:
wilh any existing electric light company
or trust. Tn spite of that assuranee how-
ever, if hon. members will read the Pre-
mier’s speech again, they must realise he
does intend to interfere very seriously
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with the operaiions of the ¥remautle
Electric hight concern. I have already
pointed out that that Board was estab-
lished by the mumicipal council for the
purpose of supplying existing and pro-
spective customers, and we have this
afternoon passed a Bill to enable it to
increase iis borrowing powers for the
purpose of extending its works to cope
with the business which it righlly expects
to get from the expansion going on in
and around Fremantle. But, although it
has supplied current to all existing Gov-
ernment institutions in Fremantle, the
harbom works, the railways, the hos-
pital, and the gaol, it is the declared in-
tention of the Government now, if this
amending Bill is carried, to come in and
interfere with and compete with the Fre-
mantle Tramways Electric ILighting
Board to the extent of depriving it of so
much of ifs business as ean make it pos-
sibly unprofitable and. bring ahout a loss
to those who have invested their money
in that concern., If there be any great
advantage to be gained, if the present
supply from the Fremantle power house
was not satisfactory, if the Government
had not bheen petting a fair deal; then T
could understand the desire on the part
of the Government to come along and
supply their own institutions from the
power house, the erection of whieh is not
vet completed. But, sceing that it is a
question of a public body doing s work
and doing it satisfactorily, what reason
is there for the Government to step in
and interfere with that work and cause
a loss to those who have been serving
them satisfactorily and well np to date.
The Premier claims, according to his
speech, that the Government have a right
to supply the naval base.

The Premier: I did not say that.

Mr. CARPENTER: The amending
Bill says so, It refers to Government con-
cerns, State or Commonwealth, and the
word “Commonwealth” is put into the
Bill for the purpose of allowing the Gov-
ernment power house to supply the naval
base with electricity.

The Premier: The naval base is not in
the Fremantle municipality.
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Mr, CARPENTER: It is & good deal
nearver o Fremantle than it is to Perth,
and [ would like to ask the Premier
whether he is using the power he has to
prevent the Commonwealth authorities
from making an agreement with the Fre-
mantle Tramway and Electric Lighting
hoard?

The Premier: What do you mean by
that?

Mr, CARPENTER: Whether it is
true that the Commonwealth aunthorities
and the Premier have agreed that the
TFremantle power house shall not supply
the naval base with electric current?

"The Premijer: No, they have never
been consulted.

Mr, CARPENTER: It has been stated
officially that the only reason that the
Federal people would not make an agree-
ment with the Fremantle Tramways
Board was, that they would probably
take their cmrrent from the pewly con-
strucied Government pnwer honse,

The Premier: I have never discussed
the matter with them.

Mr. CARPENTER: Will the Premier
give the assurance that no such under-
standing has been arrived at or under-
taking given?

The Minister for Works: The man who
made that statement conld not back it up
when he was asked to do so.

Mr. CARPENTER: It has been stated
that this is the case. '

The Minister for Works: I asked the
man whe said it what authority he had
and he eould not give me the authority.

Mr. CARPENTER: Tt would be a
wise thing if the Government had the
power to do so.

The Premier: What power?

Mr. CARPENTER: The Government
have soms imfluence with the Common-
wealth authorities.

The Premier: If they could get it
cheaper they would take it; why not?

Mr. CARPENTER: The statement has
been made more ithan once.

The Preimer: It is not correct.

Mr, CARPENTER: I am glad to have
that assorance from the Premier. It
would be a serious thing if one public
body were using its power to the detri-
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ment of another public hody administer-
ing a public concern. The Premier fur-
ther stated “The Fremantle council
shonld not be permitted to interfere with
flie business we have established.” I do
not know to what business the Premier
refers, because the State Electrie Lighting
business is not yet established. The boot
is on the other foot. It is the mtention
of the Government to interfere with the
business already established, as I have
heen pointing ont, doing ils work satis-
tactorily, and, T ask, is it a fair pro-
position Lo give the Government that
power? If it were a question of a private
concern bleeding its customers, charging
them more for their services than the
value of the services rendered, or if there
were  complaints 1hat the Fremantle
Board were not giving the Government
and is other customers a fair deal, then
there might be some excuse for the Gov-
‘ernment doing what they propose o do.
But, there have been mno ecomplaints;
the supply has been satisfactory, and the
taking away of Government business
from the local concern will probably cause
it to totier. T ask hon. members in the in-
terests of local Government zot lo give
the Government the powers they arve
seeking in the Bill, powers which they
intend to exercise 1f they obtain them.
There is veally no reason for this amend-
ing Rill to be earried. T have put the
positton fairly, that if aony loeal govern-
ing hody is preventing the Government
from earrying out any legitimate busi-
ness, then there might be an amendment
sufficient to meet ihe objeetion, but the
amendment in ihis case goes so mneh
Burther and if is so dangerous that T ask
the House in the interests not only of
one seetion hut of all who may be in-
terested nof to agree fo the second read-
ing,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. €. Angwin—North-Fast Fremantle)
[740}: T have listened carefully to the
remarks of the hon. member and it is
necessary I think for me to say something
on the second reading. The hon. member
referred to the fael that T was a member
of the Fremantle Tramway and Electric
Lighting Board and also a member of the
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Government and he inferred that I was
selling the Fremantle Board for the
benefit of the Government.

Mr, Carpenter. I did
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
formed that impression on attending o
conference on one oceasion in vegard (g
the scheme and T had to assure those
present that so far as the Governmenl
scheme were eoncerned, outside of the
legitimate business of pounds, shillings
and pence the matter did not interest me
one iota. The pesition was, what woul¢
be best for the Fremantle ratepayers anc
the residents of Fremantle as a whole
but the lton. member has forgotten tha
there are other disiricts eoncerned, dis
triets adjoining Fremantle, which thi
sclieme will affeet equally with Fremantle

Mr. Carpenter: They were at that con
fevence. )

The MINISTER FOR WORILS: The;
were not.

Mr, Carpenter: Nof LEast Fremantle'

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Lias
Fremantle forms part of the scheme
The Fremanile seheme to-day is supply
ing Cottesloe. Cottesloe Reach, and Nortl
Fremantle which are outside this sehem
as far as having any wmonetary interes
in it; they merely receive a supply o
currenf, and those distriets have enteres
into contracts for the next four vears t
have electricity suppiied. The position is
whether for all time those people ar
going to be allowed to pay a high prie
for electricity when they can gefl it at .
cheaper rate. So far as North Fremantle i
concerned, thev have already approache
the Commissioner of Railways with
view to getiing a supply of electricity
The bloek has come not from Fremantl
baut from Claremont, and, if the hor
member's coutention that the Governmen
have power to-day to earry their line
over the road crossings were correet, the
no block would exist and the Governmen
conld, withont the authomiy of the Bil
carry their cahles from Fast Perth to th
Navai Base without any stoppage wha
ever, The Claremont 'couneil say i
effect, *We refuse you permission to earr

nol insinuate
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vour lipe throngh our territory.” The
Solicitor General says there is a doubt
on the ¢uestion because the measure
passed last sewsion provides that the line
would constitute electric works, and no
eleetrie works may be established in any
district without the eonsent of the local
authority. That overrides the Government
Railways Act immediately, because it
deals with this partieular question. 1 do
wob know whether hon. members would
prefer the advice of the member for Fre-
mantle to that of the Seolicitor General,

Mr. Carpenter : That
Clause 5.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No:
a line would constitute eleetric  works
under the Act, and no works may be
established without the consent of the
local authority. This not only appliex
from Fremantle to Perth but from Perth
to Midland Junction and even te Nor-
tham, beeause it is the intention, eventu-
ally, to electrify the raitway from Ive-
mantle to Northam and there is no possi-
bility of doing so unless the local authori-
tes give their consent. As regards Fre-
mantle, if the line could pass Claremont—
North Fremantle has already consented—
the whale of {he territory through which
the line would pass is ountside the boun-
daries of the Fremantle couneil because
the line would pass through the property
of the Harbour Trust and there would he

applies to

no diffieulty in that direction. The Gov-
ernment  have approached  Fremantle

fairlvy and undertaken to supply clectricity
at .83d. in the station at Fremantle. Tt
is costing Fremautle ahout 1d. per unit
to gencrate electricity and the Govern-
ment have promiced, in addition. not fo
enter into competition with the Fremantle
selleme in anv area heing supplied by
that scheme to-day. I thonght that a
portion of my electorate, North Fremantle
and Cottesloec Beach, wonld object tn
that, beeause thex were in the position of
not having the opportunity to purchase
from the Government at a rate which
would be cheaper than the Fremantle
Tramway Board ean supply them. This
question was considered : the manager
went into figures and pointed oot that.
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if e business increased at the rame ratio
as it had done sinre the tramway and
lighting scheme was instituted, by the
time the North Fremantle and Cottesloe
agreement ran oont, it would be able to
make a profit as it is doing to-day. That
was some fime ago.  Sinee then the
mannger has heen considering the scheme
earefully and has come to the conelnsion
that it conld not eompele with the Gov-
eriiment scheme.  He said—*T think i
necessary that the Tremantle couneil
should again consider the matter,” and at
the conference to whieh the hon. member
referred, he said—“If this was my private
seheme, T would take the supply from the
Government.” T saoppose there was no
man who had more to lose than the
manager if such a course were adopted,
Naturally he wonld stick to the scheme
hecause the greater the responsibility the
mreafer his position would become and his
safary would be in proportion,

Hon. J. D, Connolly: Would the Gov-
ernment allow them, if they took curreat
in balk. to supply the Naval Base?

The Premier: Yes, for 50 years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
15 sn.  TUnder fhe measure passed 12
montls ago, there was no compulsion an
the Commigsioner to supply, and if he
entered into an agreement to supply a
certain area within the area now heing
snpplied by the Fremantle scheme, it
wonld constitute a breach of the agree-
ment for which he would be liable to pay
comy ensation, Tt is true, and T regret it
very much, (hat fhe hon. member is correct
in gaying this scheme will make a great
difference to the Fremantle supply. Owinz
to the inerensed ontput of eleelricity, the
penerating charges have decreased. That
applies also to the Government schemc;
the larger the supply is, the lower the
conerating costs beeome,  In the drafl
amreewent submitted to the Fremantle
counceil it was provided that, if the eosts
fell helow .83d., the Fremantle couneijl
would reap the benefit by decreaserd costs
aceordingly, as in the case of Perth.

Mr. Smith: What guarantee wounld the
Government give that they could pro-
duee enrveent at .83d.?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is not in the scheme at all.

AMr. Smith: It might be like the bricks.

The BMINISTER FOR WORKS:
Taking the output of TFremantle
from the 1st September, 1913, to
the 1st September, 1914, if that
scheme had not supplied the Har-
bour Trust, the railways, Cottesloe
Beach, Cottesloe and North Fremanile, it
wouldt have shown a loss of over £900.

Mr. Carpenter: You are using that as
a bludgeon to forece them in.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
at all.  As a matter of fact the scheme
has shown a profit of over £2,000, Even
it Fremantle had supplied those places
under the Government scheme at 1.74.,
which would have meant a reduetion to
them of over 14d. per unit, of which the
rafepayers would have had the benefii, the
scheme, instead of showing a loss, would
have shown a profit of £500, and there
would have been a reduced charge to the
outlying parts of the distriet, There is
no prospect of the Fremantle ratepayers
getting a reduetion in their lighting cost
for many years unless they join in the
Government scheme, and the people there
have a grievance to-day hecause the cost
of private lighting is too great. Without
doubt this malter has not received fair
consideration from the Fremantle coun-
cil. Members may be wnder & misappre-
hension as regards the management of
the Fremantle scheme.  Parliament re-
fused to give the Fremantle couneil
charge of a scheme but made it compul-
sory that there should be a special hoard
elected by the ratepayers who elect the
mayor of the district. Consequently, the
council are responsible for raising the
money wlile the board ave placed in the
position of expending it. The scheme is
owned by the Fremantle and Iast Fre-
mantle couneils, but it is useless for the
East Fremantle couneil to consider
the matter, because they own only
one-seventh of the scheme. I repeat
that the statement made that some-
one has been using influence with
the Commonwealth authorities to
block Fremantle from supplying them
with electricity is not correct. I admit
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that the manager made a statement at the
conference to the effect that this ap-
peared to be so. Immediately I
asked him what authority he had
for snying so, and he had no au-
thority. I have not told the Pre-
mier, as the hon. member inferred,
what price we have quoted to supply
electricity to the Naval Base, but I know
what price the Government have guoted.
I am under the impression that, so far as
the Naval Base is concerned, it is the in-
tention of the Comonwealtl to have an
cleetvie scheme of its own. 1t would be
necessary to have an independent scheme
for sneh a large base, as it would not be
wise to rely entirely on an outside source,
1 ean go further and say that, in the
course of a eonversation with the En-
wineer, Mr. Fanstone, on cne oeeasion, he
gaid it was intended to provide their
own scheme,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Will it pay the
Ctovernment then to take the line to
Fremantle if you do not get the lighting
of the Naval Base?

Mr. Bolton: Yes,

The Premier: 1f we can supply our
own requirements it will pay.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: What do you
intend to supply, the railway station?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Take
the Harbour Trust. A great deal of the
supply is a day load, and the greater the
day load the helter the scheme pays, be-
enuse most of the eleetricity is econsumed
at nmight, After giving the matter careful
consideration. I think the Government
have acted very fairly towards Freman-
tle. T will not criticise the Bill, though
{here are one or two items which I would
prefer to see deleted.

Hen. J. D. Connolly:
think of Clanse 4%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think it makes any difference at all.
There is not the slightest doubt that the
Fremantle scheme would be aflected.

Mr. Carpenter: It would be knocked
out,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do
not say it would be knocked out, hecause
some members of the board are satisfied
that, even with the Governmeni running

What do you
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in opposition, by the time their present
contracts cease they will be in a position
to meet interest, sinking fond and depre-
ciation, as in the past, and have a small
profit in addition. T'remantle has ex-
tended its lines a litile further, and has a
21 years’ contract with the most pros-
perons part of the district, East Freman-
tle, which will reguire a big supply later
on. I have no fear whatever that this
Biil will affect the Fremantle scheme to
a very large extent in that it will
lose the Government business. I have
some doubt whether the Government
shonld supply the hospital, the Immi-
grants’ Home which is now being
nsed as a military base hospital, or the
Women’s Home, but I am doubtful
whether they could supply those places
without a loss, because the capital ex-
penditure necessary to carry the lines in
this direction would be such thaf they
might not be able to supply the eurrent
at a priece which would enable them to
compete with the amount they are pay-
ing at present. I can assure the mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr, Carpenter) that,
so far as the Fremantle muonicipalily are
concerned, they supply no one unless it
pays them to do so. Now let us take Cot-
tesloe and Cottesloe Beach. At Cottesloe
the charge, if T mistake not, is 23d. or
214d. for electricity. Is it not reason-
able that the Cottesloe and North Fre-
mantle people should do their ut-
most to get a supply from the
tiovernment if they can obtain it for
.85d.2 In addition to paying about 214d.
they have to bear the cost of distribunting.
The position is that the Cottesloe and
North Fremantle municipalities eannot
supply their ratepayers exeept at the
priee which the ratepayers of Fremantle
have to pay. Now, is it likely that the
Cottesloe people will keep on paying
23d. when they can be supplied at .85d.7

Mr. Allen: By the agrcement they are
tied until 1925.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do
not wish to say mueh on that point at
the present time, Bui there is another
point which hon. members overlook, The
Fremantle Gas Company have an Act of
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Parliament which enables them to.supply
within a 5-mile radias of the Fremantle
town hatl, in spile of any Government
scheme and in spite of any Fremantle
municipal scheme. If the Fremantle Gas
Company so desirve, they can put up an
electric lighting plant and supply that
area in the same way as the Perth Gas
Company could do here previously, I
have thoughi about this hefore, and it is
always advisable to weigh these matters
from every point of view and see who
is going to get the benefit. In conclusion,
I honestly think the Fremantle counecil
have made a great mistake in turning
down this scheme.

My, Carpenter:
tion on this Bill.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe—in reply) [84]:
Before this goes to a vote I shounld like
to reply to a statement or two made by
the memher for Fremantle (Mr. Carpen-
ter}, as well ns to some remarks of the
member for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly}.
First, however, let me congratulate the
member for Fremantle on having so well
organised his forces by bringing the pub-
lic here for the purpose of protesting.
T wish to emphasise one remark made
by the member for Fremantle, that i has
been rumoured that I inferred the Com-
monwealth anthorities would, unless we
were permitied to supply the naval base,
decline to take current from the Fre-
mantle eleetric power station, Having
made that statement, the bon. member, if
is trne, arcepzted my denial; but he wenf
on to say thal, if it was true, it was a
mode of hosiness to which he objected. I
was glad to hear him make that remark,
because 1 want to tell him that that is
exacfly the mode of business which the
Fremantle couneif are adopting; and he
should object to it just as strenuonsly
from them as he would have objected to
it from me if the statement I denied had
been correct. The Fremantle council in
refusinz to allow us to take current in-
gide their bounds are compelling the Com-
monwealth Government fo take current
from them or from no one, The Tre-
mantle eouncil know very well that under
the present Act we cannot, unless we ob-

That iz not the ques-
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tain their comsent, carry owr current
through to the naval base. By refusing
their eonsent they are compelling the
Commonwealth Government to take ecur-
rent from them or else to generate current
for themselves. [ want to point out that
the hon. member, while complaining of
what he considered unfair action en the
part of the Government, is supporling
the Fremantle couneil in doing something
that the Governnient have never attempfed
lo do—and are not even now aftempting
to do—something in the nature of bring-
ing about a monopoly in the supply of
current for a certain district. Lef me
point out that the hon. member has ab-
solutely miseonstrued the present Bill
and the manner of its applieakion. In
the frst place, we distinetly provide that
we cannot distribute eurrent without the
consent of the local authority wliere an
electric power station is already erected;
disiribute carvent, that is, exeept to ounr
own departments, And T ask, can there be
anything more absurd than for Parlia-
ment to withhold from the Geovernment,
and that is from the people, the right of
generating cuarrent and supplying theic
own requirements irrespective of whether
some other authority has or has not a
station erected? That in itself would be
an absardity, and I do mnot think the
member for Fremantle will conted that
in supplying their own requirements the
Government would be interfeving wilh
fhe gencrating of euwrrent in his distriet.
Taking the principle as it stands by it-
self, we have no idea whatever of inter-
fering with Fremantle further than it is
desivable that when the Government have
a generating station they should be em-

powered to supply their own regnire-
mwents, I hope the view which the
hon. member lakes of the legal position

is correct. 1 hope he will be able to get
the Crown Solicitor to agree that his in-
ferpretation of the law is correct, that
the Government can take their cable to
Fremantle and sapply the harbour trust,
and then eontinue, outside the jurisdiction
of the Fremantle municipal council, along
ihe Government railway line to the naval
base, without touehing any municipal
ground at all. In that case, the Govern-
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ment wonld not need to consult the Fre-
mantle council at all. Such a view, how-
ever, does not aller the fact that the pres-
ent Aet places the Government in a posi-
tion which is both false and unfair; and,
in the circumstances, that ought to be pat
right at the eavliest opportunity. 1f I
came to this Hounse and asked for
anthority 1o take current anywhere with-
out safeguarding the interesis of those
local anthorities who had power stations
alveady operaling, then there would he
some reason to complain, Bt the faet
remams that if the doubt expressed by
the Crown Solicitor is correct, the Gov-
ernment cannot take a cable along rail-
way property and cross over a strect
which is under the control of a loeal au-
thority, even to North Fremanfle. If all
the municipalitics west of the Claremont
municipality required Governmenk eur-

renf, and if the Government wanted
to  supply them ountside the boun-
daries of Claremont altogether, still
we could mnot do it if Claremont
objected.  That makes the position -
doubly absurd. After all, we have
something to consider as trustees

and representatives of the people. We
have erected the Government power sia-
tion with a set object in view, to supply
by the most modern methods enrrent gen-
erated as economieally as possible, and
thhus to supply the whole of the area
within the influence of that station. In
order to show the hon. member that we
ave acted fairly and squarely in the
matter, I mention that we have fwice
approached the Fremantle municipal
eouncil, The price we submitted is one at
which, with their present power houses,
they cannot generate the current. That
heing the case, surely anyone ean see at
once that they are in. exaetly the same
position as the Perth City Council were
in, The Perth City Couneil serapped
rlant worth half-a-million of money
rather than continue their old expensive
system of gencrating eurrent. It will pay
the munieipalities surrounding Perth to
serap their plant in the same way.

Mr. Carpenter: Who convineced the

Perth City Council?
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The PREMIER: Their manager con-
vinced them. To judge from the diseus-
sion whieh took place at the Fremantle
couneil meeting, the whole of their ob-
jections amounted to this, that the pur-
chase of eurrent from ihe Government
would mean the closing down of the Fre-
mantle station, where a number of men
are employed, Now, whelher that is good
. business or bad business from the point
ol view of the civie fathers, i a matter
entirely apart from this Bill. The ques-
tion is whether the Government are act-
ing fairly and squarely, whether they are
obtaining powers which will infliect hard-
ship on anyone. 1 do net think this Bill
will operate unfairly in any way, but the
present Act does undoubtedly inflict hard-
ship on the Government as owners of a
power station mtended e supply enrrent
to the metropolitan area. 1 shall not pur-
sue the hon, member’s argnment any fur-
thex. The Government are prepared to
re-submit their offer to the Fremantle
vouncil fe-moreow. The Government did
not approach Parliament until the Fre-
mantle couneil had definitely turned down
that offer for the second time.

Mr. Carpenter: I have expressed ne
opinion on that.

The PREMTER: But T am expressing
an opinion now. T never attempted to
approach Parliament on this subject until
the Fremanfle ecouncil had been ap-
proached twice. Ouar offer meant that the
Commonwenlth and every other consumer
would take all their carrent from ihe
Fremantle station, and that we would
supply the power at the Fremantle sub-
glation for .85d. That price is very little
more than we are charging Perth; ns a
matter of fact, the only additional charge
levied on Fremantle 15 the actval cost of
transmission from the East Perth power
station to Fremantle. A better offer than
that ecould not possibly be made. I may
inform the House ihat the North T[re-
mantle eouneil are prepared to allow us
to take our current into their district,
Further, the Mount Lyell works are pre-
pared to take current from us, Then we
have the State Implement Works, which
will be eonsumers of emrrent in the day-
{ime: and this applies also in the case of
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the Fremantle Harbour Trust and the
Mount Lyell works. In view of that con-
sideration, although the price is low, the
business is advantageous ta the (Govern-
ment, beeause (he bolk of our lcad would
be a day load as against a night load. The
supply of curreat under those conditions
at .85d. will reduce the cost of generating
at Xast Perth, The more day load the
betler, from that point of view. If
the eouneil will take up the attitude
of ipsisting that hecduse they lave
a generaling station produeing at
a eost of over 1d. they will not
fake Government current, then it is
lime for Parliament 1o step in and say
“Anyhow, as we claim we can generate
s0 much more cheaply we are going to in-
sisl on your compeling with us on fajr
and reasonable terms.” The hon. member
says the Fremantle council, in accepting
the offer, would lose £25,000,

Mr, Carpenter: The board say so.

The PREMIER: They will do nothing
of the kind. TIn the first place, the Fre-
mantle mumicipal eouneil have issned a
eivenlar letter 1o hon. members. If the
council wanted to be fair, they would
have slated the position fairly and
squarely. The last paragraph of their
letter, however, is absolutely misleading.
Tt reads—
The council desive very respectfully
to express the hope that Parliament
will not allow the Government to enter
inte eompetition with the IFremantle
municipal electrie scheme, which has
_heen established by the citizens out of
loan funds amounting to "£150,000.
What would hon. members infer frem
that? That if we came into competition
with them, they would have to serap
£150,000 worth of material.

Mr. Carpenter: Nonsense!

The PREMIER: One could not deduce
anvthing else from that statement.

Mr.Carpenter: T have given the fizures.

The PREMIER: The £150,000 in-
eludes tramlines, eables, tramears, and
other plant incidental to a tram-
way system and to retiemlation of
power in the distriet. All  those
items will remain intact under our
proposal, just as they are to-day. The
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only thing the Fremantle council would
serap would be a generating siation
which produces current at a much higher
cost than that at which the Government
have offered to supply. Moreover, the
Fremantle eouncil would have the whole
of the customers to supply within a
radius of five miles of the Fremanile town
hall. The power proposed in the
Bill is necessary. The member for
Perth made reference to an amend-
ment which i3 proposed in connec-
tion with giving notice to the owner
of any land when it is intended by the
Commissioner to carry out any works.
I may point out that the only objection
that could be raised is that we onght first
of all to find the agent. That is so. If
we know where the agent is, and where
we can deliver a copy of the natice, that
is all right, but many people go away
and they do nof appoint an agent.
‘There are some people who stay away
up to six months and let their honses and
arrange to have the rent paid into an ac-
count at a bank. How then can we de-
liver a notice? It is recopnised sometimes
it is necessary to proceed urgently wilh
these works, and therefore three days’
notice is requested, but how are we lo
reach the man who is holiday making and
who may not have left an agent behind?
The only thing we ean do is o post the
notice on the premises, and if there is
anyone there they can notify the owner
if they know where the owner is to be
found. We are not going to hold up
works until somegne returns from a holi-
day jaunt from the Bastern Stafes, The
preeauations of the hon. member might be
necessary if this power had been given
to a private company seeking fo make
profits. But this is a concern operafed
by the Commissioner for the Government
and the people, and if the Commissioner
adopts an atlitnde of putting up un-
sighily posts or putting wires through
people’s bedrooms or breaking down
walls, do hon, members think that Parlia-
ment wonld tolerate that for a moment?
1f it ean be shown that the Commissioner
is abusing ihe powers Parliament gives
him, those powers will be taken from him,
but until that bappens why should we
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adopt all these round-about metheds of
doing things which will only mean delay
and extra cost without any gain being
obtained. It is suggested by the Perth
City Council that we should approach
{hem before we do any of these works,
and that in the event of a dispuie the
matter sliould be submitted to arbiiration
with a Supreme Court judge as the arbi-
trator.,  Ymagine twe anthorities cach
acting ou behalf of the citizens, because
they cannot agree, having to secure the
serviees of a judge to sit as an arbitrator!
[ hold there is no reason why we should
make the amendment as sngzgested by the
member for Pertl, but I do net want to
take up an attifnde that might be con-
sidered hostile.  If we can proteet the
interests (he hon. member has referred to,
T would have ne objection to doing so
provided that any amendment which
might be proposed was reasonable, but T
am not going to agree to put anything
in the Bill which wil] mean holding some-
thing over the head of the Commissioner
and whieh would have the effect of pre-
venting him carrying out necessary work.

Hon. J. D. Connoily: T only want
something in the way of n notice which
will ensure the matter being brought be-
fore the Commissioner.

The PREMTER: We practically agreed
that we wonld crect ormamental poles in
the city sireeis and we are always likely
to meet the wishes of the munieipal an-
thorities as far as possible.  Does the
bon. member imagine that the Commis-
sioner will put up unsightly wires and
roles, and carry cut other works in a
slipshod manner?

Hon. J. D, Connolly: It is not the ap-
pearatiee only but it is ihe eutiing up of
the stireets, ete.

The PREMIER: That has to be done
now. It is a question of which will be the
most economical method to adopt. I am
prepared to meet the Perth City Couneil
as far as practicable, and if the hon. mem-
ber will see (he Parliamentary draftsman
to-morrow, and an amendment is drafterd
which will meet the wishes of the munici-
pal council, there will not be any objec-
tion to it, but I do not want Parliament
to be continually placing restrictions upon
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the Government. The local authoerities
should not be considered as having equal
powers with the Government. If we do
these things wisely there can be no reason
for complaint. ©Of course 1f the Cow-
missioner does something which is detri-
mental to the interests of the city the
powers he holds can be talen from him.
We have attempted to meet the Fremantle
Municipal Council fairly, and both the
Perth City Couneil and the Fremantle
council will recognise after this has been
operating for a period that it is in the
interests of both parties that we should
supply eurrent in bulk and that they
should retail it within the sphere of their
influence, namely, five miles of the post
office. T hope the second reading will be
carried.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—BREAD ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reddf-ng.

Debate resnmed from the 12th Augnst.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [8.22]:
1 have gone carefully inio the provisions
of this innocent measure which the Hon-
orary Minister infroduced the other even-
ing, and it ocems to me that ihe objects
of it are sound and are in the interests
of the commnunity, They provide that
purchasers of bread should obtain the
weight they expect to receive, and 1 think
that is a reasonable proposal. At ihe
same time the effect of the Bill will be
that if its provisions become law fancy
bread must then in the future be sold in
1, 2, or 4lb, loaves. I do not think that
will affect {rade detrimentally, but it will
no doubt deprive us of those delightful
French rolls which some of us have eaten
in our travels in France. I trust however
that the measure will not have the effect
of doing away entirely with those little
delicacies which we like to find on our
breakfast tables, and which bakers will
still be ahle to supply and dispose of sc
long as they do not weigh more than 8
onnces. I have mueh pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill,
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Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) [8.25]:
I have been associated with this trade
tor a good many years, and I ascertained
the opinions of those who are at present
engaged in it, L did this as far as I
eould and I found that most of the
master bakers were in favour of the al-
teration. It will make some difference to
them in the weighing of faney bread.

Mr, Heitmann: And it will make some
difference to the eonsumer, too.

Ay, VERYARD: Tt secems to me that
most bakers recognise that there are men
in the trade who will take full advantage
of the law so far as the weighing of
bread is concerned. ITon. members, how-
ever, must not think that the bakers are
the only traders in the community who
take advantage of points of law within
their scope. I think I am justified in
saving that there will be found in any
trade those who will always take an ad-
vantage when they get the opporlunity
to do so.

Hon. R, II. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :  You will find ihem in all
walks of life,

Mr. VERYARD: As a result of the
alteration some wmaster bakers will ex-
perience a diffieulty in making up for
the deficiency in the weight of dough re-
quired. Tt seems rather an inopportune
time to bring about such an alteration
when trade is now being carried on at a
minimum of profit. Many of the bakers
are just working from band Lo mouth.
The quality of flour received lately from
the Argentine is not by any means egual
to Australian, The difference lies in that
it requires more working and more bak-
ing, and it also returns less bread per
ton than the Australian., There are one
or two other amendments in the Bill
which will be welcomed, namely with re-
gard to the appoiniment of inspectors.
This i& an alteration in the mght direc-
tion because it is impossible for one man
io do justice to the inspection of bread
in a large cenire. 1 intend to support
the Bill.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leonora) [8.28]:
Ever sinee T have been a member of this
Chamber it has been my endeavour to
see something done in the direction of
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securing for the people who purchase
hread the weight for which they have
paid. The Bill introduced by the Hon-
orary Mivisler, to my way of thinking,
ts a fair one, and we have it on
ibe authority of the member for Leeder-
ville, who has been conneeted with
the trade for a considerable time, that
a majority of the master bakers arc
in aecord with the proposed change.
Then he went on to say that for omce
the Australian avticle is belter than the
imported. I am glad to hear at last that
something Australian is as good as what
we can import. Long before Argentine
flour was imported into this State there
was need for an amendment of the Bread
Act.  The bon. member says it will inflict
a hardship on many men in the baking
trade because of the high priee of flour,
and of the very small margin of profit on
which the trade is working. -What a good
time these master bakers wmust have had
when flour was cheap, and they were pro-
viding any class of bread they could get
off on the publiec! Where the Bill will do
a little good will be in the direction of
protecting those people not in a position
to protect themselves. TUnder the exisf-
ing Act there are only about four classes
of bread which have to be sold on full
weight. The master bakers, in this State
particularly, prefer making the loaves
which do not require to he full weight.
Again, the hig traders send@ round (heir
bread carts very early in the morning,
and the proprietors of the larger hoard-
ing houses and the hotels see to it that
they are served with full weight hread,
leaving all the short weight staff to he
dealt out later in the day to small house-
Liolders, who, as T have already suggester,
are not i a position to protect themselves
from these wmaster bakers and their prae-
tices. T am positive that is right. I have
gone round myself, and am therefore
absolutely certain that what I state is
vight. Under the Bill we will be assured
af a full-weight loaf, and fancy bread or
no faney bread, the baker will have to
conform to the rules laid down, and sece
that the bread is of guaranteed weight.
The Bill provides for an aliogether im-
proved inspection of bread. and it is in-
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deed time that this reform was brough
about. I econgratulate the Governmen
upon having brought down ihe measure
and [ trust the inspectors to be appoinies
under the Bill will be zealons in protect
ing the interests of the people. Howeve
small 2 wmargin of profit secured by th
master bakers, that of the working ma
who has to purchase the bread is st
smaller,

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr, Male in the Chair; Hon. R. H
Underwood  (Honorary Minister) i
charge of the Bill.

Clause I—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendments of Seetions 3
4, and 5:

Hon, H. B. LEFROY : The words pro
rozed to be omitted from Seetion 4 occu
in two places in the section. Shouid w
not provide for their omission whereve
they oceur? I move an amendment—

That after “bread” in line 3 th
words “wherever they occur” be in
serted.

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: In th
orinion of Parliameniary Draftsman an
of the Crown Solicitor the wording of th
clanse fully covers the point raised,

Amendment put and passed, the clans
as amended agreed {o.

(‘lauses .}, 4, and 5—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Rill reported with an amendment.

RILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDRE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Reeceived form the Legislative Couneci
and read a first time.

MESSAGE—HORSE RACING CON
TROL, TQO INQUIRE BY JOIX'
COMMITTEE.

Message from the Council received ani
read notifving appointment of selec
ecommitiee to act jointlv with that ap
poinfed hy the Assembly.

House adjourned 8.45 p.m,



